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Election of the President of the 151 Assembly,

Consideration of requests for the inclusion of an emergency item in the
Assembly agenda,

General Debate on the theme Upholding humanitarian norms and
supporting humanitarian action in times of crisis,

Special accountability segment on the implementation of IPU resolutions
and other decisions,

Recognizing and supporting the victims of illegal international adoption
and taking measures to prevent this practice (Standing Committee on
Democracy and Human Rights),

Reports of the Standing Committees,

Approval of the subject item for the Standing Committee on Democracy
and Human Rights at the 153" IPU Assembly and appointment of the
co-Rapporteurs,

Amendments to the IPU Statutes and Rules,

4.3 Standing Committee T ¥Rt BahareT a9

Standing Committee on Peace and International Security
Standing Committee on Sustainable Development
Standing Committee on Democracy and Human Rights
Standing Committee on United Nations Affairs

.Y T WEaq S5 T BRI

Panel Discussion: Migration, Terrorism and Transnational Organized Crime:
Challenges and Parliamentary Responses

Interfaith workshop on “Countering in tolerance and fostering religious literacy
for more inclusive and peaceful societies

Workshop on “Breaking the hunger cycle: Addressing food security"

Workshop on “Triple win: Protecting climate, health and economy by cutting
methane"
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Joint IPU-ASGP session “Parliaments in a changing world: Navigating
complexity, uncertainty and disruption

Workshop on “Parliaments taking action on Al: Learning from global
experience”

Workshop on “Parliamentary Mediation”
Workshop on “Children’s rights in the digital environment”

Skills training on implementation of the IPU anti-harassment policy
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T T6Z HEHT A AUTeTeht TuTat fHanr
PERMANENT MISSION OF NEPAL
TO THE UNITED NATIONS
GENEVA

Press Ri

The Rt. Hon’ble Chairperson Mr. Narayan Prasad Dahal addresses the 151 Session of
the Inter-Parliamentary Union in Geneva

The Rt. Hon'ble Mr. Narayan Prasad Dahal, Chairperson of the National Assembly of Nepal and
the leader of Nepali delegation addressed the 151 Assembly of the Inter-Parliamentary Union in
Geneva International Convention Center today.

Speaking on the theme of Uplolding Humanitarian Norms and Supporting Humanitarian Action in Times
of Crisis, Chairperson Dahal emphasized the role of the parliaments as guardian to protect and
promote humanitarian values during crises. He reiterated Nepal’s contribution to the International
Humanitarian Law (IHL) and humanitarian norms.

The Rt. Hon’ble Dahal shared the developments on recent Generation Z movement which had a
call for good governance and anti-corruption at the core. Expressing the tribute to Gen-Z martyrs,
he informed about the government’s commitment to holding elections for the House of
Representatives on 5 March 2026. He appealed to the international community for the necessary
support to the elections and to the reconstruction of the infrastructure damaged during the

protests.

The Rt. Hon'ble Chairperson Dahal held a bilateral meeting with the Head of Delegation of
Pakistan. He 1s scheduled to meet His Excellency Mr. Martin Chungong, Secretary General of the
IPU, and Heads of Delegation of various friendly countries on the sidelines of the 151 IPU
Assembly.

Later in the evening, the Rt. Hon’ble Dahal visited the Permanent Mission and took stock of the
priorities, activities and engagements of Nepal in Geneva.

The Rt. Hon’ble Chairperson arrived in Geneva on 17 October 2025, leading the Nepali delegation
to the 1515 Assembly of the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU). The other members of the
Delegation included Hon. Mr. Gopi Bahadur Sarki Achhami and Hon. Ms. Madan Kumar Shah,
both the Members of the National Assembly. The delegation was warmly received by H.E. Mr.
Ram Prasad Subedi, Permanent Representative of Nepal to the UN and other International
Organizations in Geneva upon arrival at Geneva International Airport. The visiting delegation is
scheduled to depart from Geneva on 25 October 2025.

Permanent Mission of Nepal
Geneva
20 October 2025

81 Rue de la Servette, CH-1202 Geneva, Switzerland
Tel.: +41(0)22 733 2600/2621,

E-mail : mission. ch, gov.np

Website: www.gva.nepalmission.gov.np
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Statement by

Rt. Hon. Narayan Prasad Dahal, President of the National Assembly of Federal
Parliament and Leader of Nepali Delegation to the 151% Assembly of the Inter-
Parliamentary Union 19-23 October 2025, Geneva

Theme: Upholding Humanitarian Norms and Supporting Humanitarian Action
Times of Crisis

Words: 924

Honorable President,

Honorable Speakers and Chairpersons,
Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Namaskar and warm greetings!

| feel honored to address the august 151% assembly of the Inter-Parliamentary Union, on
behalf of the Federal Parliament of Nepal.

I would like to extend sincere appreciation to the IPU and the Government, Parliament
and people of Switzerland for the warm hospitality accorded to us and best wishes for
the grand success of this Assembly.

Honorable President,

It is evident that this important discussion under the theme of Upholding Humanitarian
Norms and Supporting Humanitarian Action in Times of Chagsgreat importance in
today’s context. On the one hand, the impact of man-made and natural disasters is
increasing in the world, along with armed conflict and climate change, while on the
other instability and corruption have intensified the crisis of governance. The moral and
legal norms set to safeguard human dignity are in crisis. In recent years, we are shocked
by the loss of lives of Nepali youths like Bipin Joshi due to the lack of essential
assistance and rescue efforts in the conflict-torn regions, including the Middle East. In
this situation, parliament must play the role as guardian for the protection and
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promotion of humanitarian values; and we urge international community to strongly
support humanitarian action in emergencies.

Nepal’s commitments to international humanitarian law (IHL) and humanitarian
standards have deep ties with peace, solidarity, goodwill and our national ethos. As a
state party to the Geneva Conventions of 1949 and the additional protocols, Nepal has
taken concrete steps to translate these obligations into our domestic laws. The National
Committee on IHL has put forward the proposal for the Geneva Conventions
Implementation Bill incorporating all necessary provisions.

Even though Nepal is not a party to the International Criminal Court, Nepal's Penal
Code, 2017, in line with the Rome Statute, addresses crimes against humanity and
enforces accountability in line with international standards. These legislative provisions
reaffirm Nepal’s unwavering commitment to the rule of law and the protection of
human values.

The National Human Rights Commission of Nepal has been recogniged with A-level
accreditation from international human rights institutions, which adheres to the Paris
Principles of ensuring constitutional guarantees of freedom, capacity, pluralism, and
adequate resources and authority to carry out human rights related works. The Federal
Parliament of Nepal has launched a technology-based civil rights promotion system.

Honorable President,

Nepal has prioritized access to humanitarian assistance for marginalized communities,
including women, children, senior citizens, and persons with disabilities. The lessons
learned from the reconstruction after the devastating earthquake of 2015 and the lessons
learned from the experience of severe floods and landslides caused by climate change,
pre-disaster preparedness, the establishment of a disaster early warning and information
system, and immediate community-based rescue and reconstruction after disasters have
made our work reliable.

Nepal has set up a mechanism of contingency and catastrophe financing, a disaster
resilience policy, Cat DDO which has arranged for a rapid fund distribution system,
Prime Minister's Disaster Relief Fund, and local emergency budget mobilization.

Today, we feel that the global fraternity and goodwill are being challenged from
multiple fronts. The problems arising from cyber crimes, automatic weapons, and
misuse of Al can be controlled through parliamenry diplomacy. For this, it is
imperative to monitor compliance with humanitarian laws, learn from the best
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practices, and strengthen international solidarity within the aegis of the IPU.

Nepal has a long experience of serving in the UN Peace-keeping Missions. In the past,
the unprecedented experience of successfully transforming armed conflict into peace
through negotiations is also evident to the world. In addition, the Act related to
Transitional Justice has been amended and implemented.

Honorable President,

We are moving towards resolving the situation arising from the recent remarkable
Generation Z anti-corruption movement in Nepal, in the spirit of constitutional and
democratic norms.

We are moving ahead towards settlement, keeping the message of the recent and
memorable Gen-Z’s movement for good governance and anti-corruption at the core, in
the spirit of the constitution, and in line with democratic norms. The key demand of
Gen-Z movement is for ending corruption and ensuring good governance with social
justice and inclusive democracy. The Federal Parliament is the lynchpin to achieve
these goals, and we are effortful in capitalizing the opportunity brought about by the
recent changes.

| offer my heartfelt tributes to the Gen-Z martyrs who sacrificed their lives for the cause
of people and democracy with good governance.

In this context, the newly formed interim government headed by Right Honorable
Prime Minister Sushila Karki has expressed its commitment to hold elections to the
House of Representatives on 5 March 2026. | appeal to the international community to
extend necessary support for the elections and reconstruction of infrastructures
damaged during the protests.

We are currently suffering from the effects of devastating climate change. Nepal's
contribution to global warming is only 0.027 percent, but climate change has created a
crisis in the Himalayan ecosystem This has created serious climate-related problems for
Nepal and other small, underdeveloped countries.

We all need to unite in efforts to reduce the disasters caused by climate change. | also
call upon the Inter-parliamentary Union to provide diplomatic, social and economic
support in solving this problem.

Honourable President,

I would like to reiterate that Nepal stands firm in solidarity with the IPU for protecting
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the sovereignty of humanitarian law through coordinating legislative works,
strengthening parliamentary diplomacy, and promoting the proper use of Al. We will
stand together with IPU in every crisis. | am confident that goodwill and cooperation
for humanitarian action will triumph over conflict and disregard to humanitarian laws.

In conclusion, | believe that the 151st General Assembly of the Inter-Parliamentary
Union would be successful in addressing the contemporary challenges facing the world.

Thank you!
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PRESIDING OFFICERS OF PARLIAMENT SEGMENT

SEANCE DES PRESIDENTS DE PARLEMENT

Names/Noms

S. Aumeeruddy-Cziffra (Ms./Mme)

S. Gafarova (Ms./Mme)
N.B.K. Mutti (Ms./Mme)
F. El-Fayez

N.O. Peet

T. Narbaeva (Ms./Mme)
H. Gebaly

M. Dick

A. Tavares Correia

S. Kuugongelwa — Amadhila

(Ms./Mme)

A. Aimusallam
S.N. Owono
A.J. Kingi

J.M. Sama Lukonde Kyenge

D. Zvizdi¢
A. Al Sheikh
W.M.N. Matha

C. Sacramento (Ms./Mme)

M. Ndiaye

A. Farrugia

A.S.K. Bagbin

M. Ould Errachid
L.G. Vlavonou

R.L. Latorre Martinez
S. Dorji

A. Simonyan

A.T. Didiza (Ms./Mme)
K.S.-T. Adédzé

K. Al Maawali

A. Nasri

N.P. Dahal

G.0. Akpabio

J.F.N. Mudenda
M.A. Alyammahi

J. Ntakirutimana

R. Gonzalez Patricio

M.R.R. Rahmani

Delegation/Délégation

Mauritius / Maurice
Azerbaijan / Azerbaidjan
Zambia / Zambie

Jordan / Jordanie
Ecuador / Equateur
Uzbekistan / Ouzbékistan
Egypt / Egypte

Australia / Australie
Cabo Verde

Namibia / Namibie

Bahrain / Bahrein
Equatorial Guinea / Guinée équatoriale
Kenya

Democratic Republic of the Congo /
République démocratique du Congo

Bosnia and Herzegovina / Bosnie-Herzégovi
Saudi Arabia / Arabie saoudite

Thailand / Thailande

Sao Tome and Principe / Sao Tomé-et-Princ
Senegal / Sénégal

Malta / Malte

Ghana

Morocco / Maroc

Benin / Bénin

Paraguay

Bhutan / Bhoutan

Armenia / Arménie

South Africa / Afrique du Sud

Togo

Oman

Algeria / Algérie

Nepal / Népal

Nigeria / Nigéria

Zimbabwe

Arab Parliament / Parlement arabe

East African Legislative Assembly (EALA) /
Assemblée |égislative de I'Afrique de I'Est (E

Latin american and Caribbean Parliament (F
Parlement latino-américain et caribéen (PAR

Afghanistan

* * *
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Friday

17 October 2025

Saturday

18 October 2025

Sunday

19 October 2025
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09:00 - 18:00

Beginning of Registration
(IPU Headguarters)

10:00-13:00

Executive Committee (closed session)
Large meeting room, IPU Headquarters

15:00 -18:00

Executive Committee (closed session)
Large meeting room, IPU Headquarters

09:00-10:00

Gender Partnership Group (closed session)
Large meeting room, IPU Headquarters

09:30 - 13:00

Committee on the Human Rights of Parliamentarians
(closed session)
Salle Lausanne, CCV Annexe building

10:00 -13:00

Executive Committee (closed session)
Large meeting room, IPU Headquarters

14:00 — 18:30

Registration
(CICG)

14:00 - 15:00

Meeting of the Chairpersons of the geopolitical groups with
the IPU President and Secretary General (closed session)
Salle Genéve, CCV Annexe building

14:30-18:00

Committee on the Human Rights of Parliamentarians
(closed session)
Salle Lausanne, CCV Annexe building

15:00 — 17:00

Arab Group meeting (closed session)
Plenary E&F, level 3

15:00 - 19:00

Twelve Plus Group meeting (closed session)
Plenary A, level 0

15:30 - 18:30

Group of Latin America and the Caribbean meeting
(closed session)
Salle Genéve, CCV Annexe building

17:00 - 20:00

African Group meeting (closed session)
Plenary B&C, level 0

09:00-10:00 Bureau of Women Parliamentarians (closed session)

Salle Geneve, CCV Annexe building

09:30 - 11:00 Group of Facilitators for Cyprus (closed session)

Salle 4, level -1




09:30 - 11:00

Asia-Pacific Group meeting (closed session)
Plenary B&C, level 0

10:00 - 11:00

Meeting of Advisers and Secretaries to delegations
Plenary E&F, level 3

10:30 - 13:00

Forum of Women Parliamentarians
Plenary A, level 0

11:30 - 13:00

Committee on Health - dialogue with technical partners
(closed session)
Salle 4, level -1

11:30 - 13:00

Joint Meeting with the Chairpersons of the geopolitical
groups, the Presidents of the Standing Committees and the
Presidents of the other specialized bodies of the IPU
(closed session)

Salle Geneve, CCV Annexe building

13:30 = 14:30

Eurasia Group meeting (closed session)
Salle 3, level -1

14:00 - 16:30

Committee on Health (closed session)
Salle 4, level -1

14:30-17:30

High-Level Advisory Group on Countering Terrorism
and Violent Extremism (closed session)
Salle Geneve, CCV Annexe building

14:30 - 17:30

Forum of Women Parliamentarians
Plenary A, level 0

14:30 - 18:00

Committee on the Human Rights of Parliamentarians
(closed session)
Salle Lausanne, CCV Annexe building
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Monday

20 October 2025
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08:00 - 09:00

Assembly Steering Committee (closed session)

09:00-11.00

Governing Council
Amphitheatre D, level 1

09:00-13:00

Standing Committee on Democracy and Human Rights

- Debate on the draft resolution Recognizing and
supporting the victims of illegal international adoption
and taking measures to prevent this practice

- Beginning of drafting in plenary

Plenary B&C, level 0

09.00 -13:00

Standing Committee on Peace and International Security

- Panel discussion on Arms control policy and
non-proliferation: Preventing the next arms race

- Panel discussion on Strengthening parliamentary
oversight of defence spending

Plenary A, level 0

09:30 - 11:00

Workshop on Breaking the hunger cycle: Addressing food
security (organized by IPU, WHO, PMNCH and FAO)
Salle Geneve, CCV Annexe building

09:30 - 11:00

Bureau of Young Parliamentarians
(closed session)
Salle Lausanne, CCV Annexe building




11:00-12:30

ASGP meeting
Plenary E&F, level 3

11:00 -13:00

Assembly: Start of the General Debate on the theme
Upholding humanitarian norms and supporting
humanitarian action in times of crisis

Amphitheatre D, level 1

11:30 = 13:00

Bureau of the Standing Committee
on United Nations Affairs (closed session)
Salle 4, level -1

11:30 - 13:00

Bureau of the Standing Committee
on Sustainable Development (closed session)
Salle Lausanne, CCV Annexe building

11:30 - 13:30

Panel discussion: Migration, terrorism and transnational
organized crime: Challenges and parliamentary responses
Salle Genéve, CCV Annexe building

13:15-14:30

High-level luncheon for Speakers of Parliament —
by invitation only
Espace Riviera, CCV Annexe building

14:00 -17:00

Task Force on the peaceful resolution of the war in Ukraine
(closed session)
Salle Genéve, CCV Annexe building

14:30-17:30

ASGP meeting
Plenary E&F, level 3

14:30 -18:00

Forum of Young Parliamentarians
Plenary A, level 0

14:30-18:00

Committee on the Human Rights of Parliamentarians
(closed session)
Salle Lausanne, CCV Annexe building

14:30-18:30

Assembly: General Debate
Amphitheatre D, level 1

15:00 - 18:00

Committee on Middle East Questions (closed session)
Salle 4, level -1

15:00 -18:00

Standing Committee on Democracy and Human Rights
- Drafting in plenary of the draft resolution
Plenary B&C, level 0

17:00 - 18:30

Workshop on parliamentary mediation
Salle Geneve, CCV Annexe building

18:30

Reception offered by Switzerland
Espace Violeta Parra, level 1
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@ 09.00-1300 Assembly
TueSday - Continuation of the General Debate

Amphitheatre D, level 1
21 October 2025

A 09:30-11:00 Workshop on Triple win: Protecting climate, health and
economy by cutting methane
Salle Geneve, CCV Annexe building

[ 09:30-11:00 Standing Committee on United Nations Affairs
- Discussion on the election process for the UN
Secretary-General: Modalities and political
underpinnings
Plenary A, level 0

B 09:30-12:30 Standing Committee on Democracy and Human Rights
- Completion of drafting in plenary of the draft resolution
Plenary B&C, level 0

09:30-12:30 Working Group on Science and Technology
(closed session)
Salle 4, level -1

09:30-13:00 Committee on the Human Rights of Parliamentarians
(closed session)
Salle Lausanne, CCV Annexe building

10:00 -12:30 ASGP meeting
Plenary E&F, level 3

11:30-13:00 Open session of the Committee to Promote Respect for
International Humanitarian Law Safeguarding humanitarian
action in times of armed conflict
Salle Genéve, CCV Annexe building

A 12:30-14:00 Workshop: Parliaments taking action on Al: Learning from
global experience
Plenary A, level 0

A 14:00-16:00 Interfaith workshop: Countering intolerance and fostering
religious literacy for more inclusive and peaceful societies
Salle Geneve, CCV Annexe building

14:00-17:00 Committee to Promote Respect for International
Humanitarian Law (closed session)
Salle 4, level -1

A 14:30-17:30 ASGP meeting
Plenary E&F, level 3

B 14:30-17:30 Standing Committee on Sustainable Development
- Debate on the theme of the next resolution entitled
Building a fair and sustainable global economy: The
role of parliaments in combating protectionism,
reducing tariffs and preventing corporate tax evasion
Plenary A, level 0
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@® 14:30-1830 Assembly
- Continuation of the General Debate
- Vote on the Emergency Item
Amphitheatre D, level 1

A 16:00-17:30 Workshop: Children’s rights in the digital environment
Salle Lausanne, CCV Annexe building

09:00-10:00 Gender Partnership Group (closed session)
WedneSday Salle Genéve, CCV Annexe building

22 October 2025 09:00-10:30 Bureau of the Standing Committee on Peace and
International Security (closed session)
Salle Lausanne, CCV Annexe building

09:00-11:00 Committee on Middle East Questions (closed session)
Salle 4, level -1

@® 09:00-13:00 Assembly
- Debate on the Emergency ltem
- Continuation of the General Debate
Amphitheatre D, level 1

B 09:30-13:00 Standing Committee on Sustainable Development

- Panel discussion on The impact of global warming: A
parliamentary call to protect the most vulnerable

- Preparations for the Parliamentary Meeting at the
United Nations Climate Change Conference (COP30)
in Brazil

- Elections to the Bureau of the Standing Committee

Plenary B&C, level 0

A 10:00-12:30 ASGP meeting
Plenary E&F, level 3

10:00-13:00 Executive Committee (closed session)
Salle Genéve, CCV Annexe building

11:00-13:00 Bureau of the Standing Committee on Democracy and
Human Rights (closed session)
Salle Lausanne, CCV Annexe building

11:30 = 13:00 Parity debate
Plenary A, level 0

12:45-14:15 Implementing the IPU anti-harassment policy: Skills
building session
Plenary E&F, level 3

A 14:30-17:30 ASGP meeting
Including a joint IPU and ASGP event: Parliaments in a
changing world: Navigating complexity, uncertainty, and
disruption
Plenary E&F, level 3
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Thursday

23 October 2025
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14:30 - 18:00

Assembly

- Cremer-Passy Prize ceremony

- Special accountability segment on the implementation
of IPU resolutions and other decisions

- Conclusion of the General Debate

Amphitheatre D, level 1

14:30 - 18:00

Committee on the Human Rights of Parliamentarians
(closed session)
Salle Lausanne, CCV Annexe building

14:30 - 18:30

Possible drafting committee on the emergency item
(closed session)
Salle Genéve, CCV Annexe building

15:00 - 17:00

Bureau of Women Parliamentarians (closed session)
Salle 4, level -1

15:00 = 17:30

Standing Committee on United Nations Affairs

- Discussion on UN80: A most ambitious and
far-reaching makeover for the UN system as a whole

- Elections to the Bureau of the Standing Committee

Plenary A, level 0

17:00 -18:30

Standing Committee on Democracy and Human Rights
- Adoption of the draft resolution

- Elections to the Bureau of the Standing Committee
Plenary B&C, level 0

09:00-13:00

Governing Council

- Adoption of amendments to the Rules
- Decisions on the human rights of MPs
- Reports of specialized meetings
Amphitheatre D, level 1

14:30 -

Governing Council
Amphitheatre D, level 1

At the end of
the Governing
Council

Assembly

- Adoption of resolutions

- Reports of the Standing Committees

- Outcome document of the General Debate
- Adoption of amendments to the Statutes

- Closing sitting

Amphitheatre D, level 1




¥.X. Report on the Participation of the Federal Parliament of Nepal in the
2025 Annual Meetings of the Association of Secretaries General of

Parliaments (ASGP), Geneva, Switzerland

Part I: Executive Summary, Introduction, Objectives, and Delegation
Composition

Executive Summary

The participation of the Federal Parliament of Nepal in the 2025 Annual
Meetings of the Association of Secretaries General of Parliaments (ASGP), held
in Geneva, Switzerland from 18 to 23 October 2025, marked a significant step
in Nepal’s ongoing engagement with the global parliamentary community. The
delegation, led by Mr. Padma Prasad Pandey, Secretary-General and Head of
Delegation with Dr. Roj Nath Pandey, Secretary and Babita Mishra, Joint-
Secretary of the Federal Parliament of Nepal, contributed actively to high-level
exchanges on parliamentary governance, innovation, and institutional resilience.

The meetings provided a dynamic platform for dialogue among parliamentary
leaders and senior officials from across the world, fostering a shared
understanding of the evolving roles of parliaments in an era marked by
technological transformation, public accountability challenges, and global
crises. Through its active engagement, the Federal Parliament of Nepal
reinforced its commitment to strengthening institutional capacity, promoting
transparency, and aligning parliamentary practices with global standards of good
governance and democratic integrity.

The ASGP sessions enabled valuable technical discussions on topics such as
digital transformation of parliaments, ethical standards and accountability of
parliamentary staff, emergency management in legislative institutions, and
strengthening research and documentation services for informed lawmaking.
The Nepali delegation’s participation enriched these debates with perspectives
drawn from Nepal’s federal parliamentary context, particularly the challenges
and lessons emerging from a relatively young federal system navigating
complex political, social, and economic transitions.
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The ASGP’s deliberations by offering an overarching platform for
parliamentary secretariats to engage on issues of global peace, sustainable
development, and parliamentary diplomacy. The events provided an integrated
framework for Nepal’s Parliament to enhance its and administrative capacities.

This report presents a comprehensive account of the Federal Parliament of
Nepal’s participation, including analytical reflections on the sessions, lessons
learned, and recommendations for institutional follow-up. It also documents
bilateral and multilateral engagements during the meeting and highlights
opportunities for strengthening Nepal’s cooperation with the ASGP, and other
international partners in the field of parliamentary development.

Introduction

The Association of Secretaries General of Parliaments (ASGP), established in
1939 and functioning under the auspices of the Inter-Parliamentary Union,
serves as a unique forum for the heads and senior officials of parliamentary
administrations worldwide. It aims to facilitate the exchange of knowledge,
experiences, and best practices concerning the organization, functioning, and
modernization of parliaments.

The 2025 Annual Meeting of the ASGP, held in Geneva concurrently with the
151st Inter-Parliamentary Assembly, brought together Secretaries General and
senior officers from national and regional parliaments across continents. The
event focused on contemporary themes such as parliamentary resilience in the
face of global crises, ethical and transparent administration, and innovation for
efficient service delivery within parliamentary institutions.

The Federal Parliament of Nepal, as a member institution of both the ASGP, has
maintained active engagement with these platforms since Nepal’s transition to a
federal democratic republic. Participation in such high-level gatherings aligns
with Nepal’s broader objective of institutional strengthening, capacity
enhancement, and global cooperation in parliamentary governance.

This year’s meeting assumed particular significance for Nepal, given the
ongoing efforts to consolidate federal parliamentary structures, modernize
administrative operations, and enhance digital and research capabilities. It also
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offered a timely opportunity to share Nepal’s experiences in legislative service
development and learn from other jurisdictions’ innovative practices.

Objectives of Participation

The participation of the Federal Parliament of Nepal in the ASGP sessions was
guided by the following key objectives:

A. Institutional Learning and Exchange of Best Practices

To engage with counterparts from other national and regional parliaments in
identifying innovative administrative practices, digital tools, and service models
that can inform reforms within the Federal Parliament of Nepal.

B. Enhancing International Cooperation

To strengthen Nepal’s partnerships with the Inter-Parliamentary Union, the
ASGP, and development partners that support parliamentary strengthening,
including through potential technical assistance and capacity-building
initiatives.

C. Showcasing Nepal’s Parliamentary Progress

To present Nepal’s ongoing efforts in institutional modernization, digital
transformation, and legislative support reforms since the federal transition,

thereby promoting visibility and recognition of Nepal’s evolving parliamentary
system.

D. Networking and Collaboration

To establish and deepen professional connections with Secretaries General and
parliamentary administrators from other countries, enabling future collaboration
and peer-to-peer exchanges.
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E. Drawing Lessons for Institutional Resilience

To gain insights into how parliaments worldwide are adapting to emerging
challenges such as natural disasters, technological change, and socio-political
transitions-issues directly relevant to Nepal’s own context.

F. Strengthening the Role of Parliamentary Secretariats

To explore global perspectives on the evolving roles and responsibilities of
parliamentary secretariats, particularly in promoting neutrality, professional
competence, and accountability in service to the legislature.

Composition of the Delegation

The official delegation from the Federal Parliament of Nepal to the ASGP was
led by:

Mr. Padma Prasad Pandey, SecretaryGeneral and Head of
Delegation, Federal Parliament of Nepal

Dr. Roj Nath Pandey, Secretary, Federal Parliament of Nepal
Ms. Babita Mishra, Joint-Secretary, Federal Parliament of Nepal

The officials from the Parliamentary Secretariat, ensuring both institutional
representation and the inclusion of expertise across administrative domains. The
delegation’s composition reflected the Parliament’s emphasis on knowledge
sharing, networking, and technical learning.

During the program, the delegation engaged in a range of plenary and technical
sessions, participated in bilateral interactions with other national delegations,
and held internal consultations to identify practical lessons applicable to Nepal’s
parliamentary reform agenda.
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Sessions in Progress at the ASGP Meeting

M/

SJASGP

Sessions in Progress at the ASGP MeadinDelegates from parliament
Secretariats around the world attendingpéry discussions, Geneva, Octol
2025.
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Head of Delegation, Mr. Padma Prasad Pandey, representing the Feds
Parliament of Nepal during the ASGP session, Geneva.
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Head of Delegation Mr. Padma Prasad Pandey (in the center), Secretar
RojNath Pandey and Joi&ecretary Ms. Babita Mishra, representing the
Federal Parliament of Nepal during the IPU session, Geneva.

The photos capture key moments from the ASGP and IPU proceedings,
reflecting the inclusive and collaborative environment of the sessions. The
ASGP meetings typically blend formal presentations with open discussions,
allowing participants to exchange experiences on legislative administration and
explore innovative approaches to strengthening parliamentary operations.

Part I1: Overview of the ASGP 2025 Sessions and Analytical Reflections

Overview of the ASGP 2025 Sessions

The 2025 Annual Meeting of the Association of Secretaries General of
Parliaments (ASGP) convened at the Palais des Nations, Geneva, from 18 to 23
October 2025. More than 130 Secretaries General and senior officials
participated, representing national, regional, and supranational legislatures. The
sessions were chaired by the ASGP President, who emphasized that the
organization’s strength lies in collective learning,administrative innovation
and a shared commitment to democratic service
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Across six plenary sittings and three thematic panels, participants examined the
intersection of innovation, institutional resilience, and professional ethics in
parliamentary administration. The overarching theme—A Mo der n Par
a Digital a nd —duided éhe dgenda rand fidmad Idethages on
four central clusters:

1. Digital Transformation and the Use of Artificial Intelligence in
Parliaments

Presentations showcased how parliaments in Europe, Asia, and Africa are
integrating ICT and Al to enhance legislative research, document management,
and citizen outreach. Demonstrations of machine-learning tools for drafting
support and automated record transcription were of particular interest.

2. Parliamentary Security and Crisis Management

Delegations shared crisis-response protocols developed after the COVID-19
pandemic and civil-security incidents. Case studies from Canada and the United
Kingdom highlighted the coordination between parliamentary administration,
security agencies, and health authorities to maintain legislative continuity.

3. Professional Integrity and Accountability of Parliamentary Staff

Discussions focused on codes of conduct, conflict-of-interest regimes, and
transparent recruitment. The meeting reaffirmed that maintaining a politically
neutral and professionally competent secretariat remains essential to
parliamentary credibility.

4. Institutional Innovation for Research, Training, and Service Delivery

Many parliaments reported establishing in-house research institutes and digital
knowledge repositories. The trend toward “learning parliaments,” where staff
training is continuous and data-driven, resonated strongly with developing
legislatures, including Nepal.
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Key Outcomes and Lessons Learned

For the Federal Parliament of Nepal, the ASGP deliberations yielded several
take-away messages relevant to ongoing reforms:

1. Digital and Al Integration

o The shift from static ICT systems to adaptive digital ecosystems
transforming parliamentary operations globally.

o Nepal’s Parliament could pilot Al-assisted Hansard transcription,
digital bill-tracking, and citizen feedback dashboards in both
chambers.

2. Parliament in Crisis

o Thenotionof Ai nstit ut i owas émphasieed as Imore [n

than security preparedness—it includes business-continuity planning,
staff well-being, and transparent communication during emergencies.

o The establishment of a crisis-management framework within the
Federal Parliament Secretariat was recommended.

3. Security of Members and Staff

o Presentations underscored the need for risk assessment, controlled
access, and digital security measures to protect parliamentary data.

o Experiences from the French and Australian Parliaments illustrated
how combining physical and cyber-security protocols ensures
holistic safety.

4. Ethical and Human-Resource Development

o Many parliaments have embedded continuous professional
development and rotation systems for staff to balance expertise and
institutional memory.

o The delegation noted parallels with Nepal’s current initiative to
standardize staff performance evaluation and training modules.

5. Inter-Parliamentary Cooperation

o Peer exchanges and twinning arrangements were encouraged.
Nepal’s engagement with Bhutan, Viet Nam, South Korea and Sri
Lanka was particularly welcomed, opening prospects for staff
training, study visits, and document-management system sharing.
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Bilateral and Side Meetings

During the week, Mr. Padma Prasad Pandey, as Head of Delegation, held
bilateral meetings with the Secretaries General of Bhutan, Viet Nam, and Sri
Lanka. Discussions focused on:

Opportunities for joint capacity-building workshops on legislative
drafting and research services.

Exchange of training curricula and e-learning resources for
parliamentary staff.

Prospects for regional cooperation through the South and South-East
Asian parliamentary networks, emphasizing knowledge sharing on ICT
modernization.

A follow-up meeting among the Secretaries General of Nepal, Bhutan, and Viet
Nam has been agreed to review concrete collaboration proposals.

Institutional and Personal Reflections

The overall impression of the sessions was highly positive. The organization,
thematic coherence, and diversity of experiences contributed to an enriching
professional environment. Several reflections emerged:

The ASGP’s emphasis on innovation and ethical leadership mirrors
Nepal’s priorities under the second Strategic Plan of the Federal
Parliament.

The interactive learning approach—short presentations followed by peer
commentary—proved effective for contextual comparison.

Exposure to Al and data-driven decision-making in parliaments offered
valuable insight for Nepal’s upcoming digital transformation agenda.
The networking experience strengthened institutional visibility and
fostered a sense of belonging within the global parliamentary
community.

From a personal standpoint, the Head of Delegation observed that the sessions
reaffirmed the evolving nature of the Secretary-General’s role: from custodian
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of procedure to strategic manager and innovator responsible for aligning
parliamentary administration with democratic values and technological change.

Part Ill: Participation in the 151st Inter-Parliamentary Assembly (IPA)
and Associated Events

Overview of the 151st Inter-Parliamentary Assembly

Held in parallel with the ASGP meetings, the 151st Inter-Parliamentary
Assembly (IPA) of the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) convened in Geneva
from 18 to 23 October 2025 under the overarching theme ‘“Parliaments as
Guardians of Peace, Justice, and Sustainable Development.” The gathering
brought together more than 1,500 delegates from over 170 national parliaments,
including Speakers, Deputy Speakers, and Secretaries General.

The Assembly served as a high-level forum for exchange on the role of
parliaments in defending democratic governance, fostering peace, and
integrating sustainable-development objectives into national legislation. Its
deliberations resonated strongly with Nepal’s ongoing democratic consolidation
and institutional strengthening.

Linkages between ASGP and IPA Agendas

Although the ASGP and IPA sessions operated as distinct entities, their agendas
were deeply complementary.

The IPA’s political resolutions on digital governance, post-disaster
recovery, and inclusivity offered a policy context for the ASGP’s
administrative discussions on technology integration and institutional
continuity.

The Federal Parliament of Nepal’s participation in both platforms
ensured that technical administrative insights (from ASGP) could
directly inform political and legislative follow-up (via the IPA).

In practical terms, this linkage demonstrated how the professional and
political wings of the parliamentary community reinforce each other to
advance shared democratic objectives.
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Highlights of the IPA Sessions

Key themes discussed during the Assembly included:

1. Peacebuilding and Conflict Prevention — Strategies for parliamentary
diplomacy, early-warning mechanisms, and legislative oversight of
foreign-policy decisions.

2. Climate Resilience and Recovery — Experiences of parliaments
legislating for adaptation funding, climate-risk insurance, and loss-and-
damage response.

3. Gender and Social Inclusion — Debates on measurable targets for
women’s representation and mainstreaming of gender equality in all
parliamentary committees.

4. Innovation in Legislative Workflows — The adoption of e-legislation
platforms and open-data initiatives to promote transparency and citizen
participation.

Each of these topics provided insight into how parliaments worldwide are
adapting to rapid global changes—insights that carry particular relevance for
Nepal’s context of federalization and inclusive governance.

Part 1V: Analytical Outcomes for the Federal Parliament of Nepal

1. Institutional Learning and Reform Orientation

The participation in the ASGP created a comprehensive learning environment
for the delegation. The exposure reinforced the idea that effective parliamentary
governance is not only about constitutional design but also about administrative
competence, ethical leadership, anddewvicebased policymaking

Nepal can adopt a phased approach to:

Digitization of legislative processes through secure document-
management and Al-assisted recordkeeping;
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Establishment of an integrated training academy combining research,
capacity development, and professional ethics; and

Enhanced inter-chamber coordination between the House of
Representatives and the National Assembly for coherent policy
oversight.

2. Emphasis on ICT, Al, and Digital Resilience

The Assembly’s technological focus reinforced the discussions held at the
ASGP. Parliaments that have transitioned to paperless workflows reported
significant cost and efficiency benefits. The Federal Parliament of Nepal can
replicate these best practices by:

Introducing Al-based search tools for legal and policy research;

Building redundant data-storage and cybersecurity systems to ensure
operational continuity; and

Developing staff-training modules on data ethics and digital literacy.

3. Parliament in Crisis and Recovery Support

The Federal Parliament’s experience following recent national disasters found
strong resonance in several IPA sessions. Delegates expressed solidarity and
shared frameworks for business-continuity planning. The additional USD
50,000 recovery support from UNDP—acknowledged earlier—aligns perfectly
with these international experiences.

4. Networking and Cooperation

Side discussions paved the way for enhanced bilateral and regional cooperation.
The delegation’s engagements with Bhutan, Viet Nam, South Korea and Sri
Lanka were particularly promising, focusing on:

Exchange of training programs for parliamentary staff;
Shared ICT development strategies; and
Cross-learning on research and legislative services.
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These interactions have laid the foundation for follow-up virtual consultations
among the respective Secretaries General to operationalize agreed initiatives.

Part V: Institutional and Personal Reflections

Organizational Effectiveness

The meetings were exceptionally well-organized. The Secretariat of the ASGP
ensured inclusivity, real-time translation, and thematic continuity. The high
level of participation created a dynamic environment for knowledge exchange,
benchmarking, and peer support.

Professional Takeaways

The exposure to comparative parliamentary administration deepened
understanding of how strategic planning, performance assessment, and
ethical codes enhance institutional integrity.

The event reaffirmed the principle that the Secretary-General’s
leadership is central to balancing procedural impartiality with managerial
innovation.

The Nepalese delegation observed that administrative modernizatior
must always serve democratic accessibiitgchnology is meaningful
only when it strengthens citizen trust.

Institutional Significance

Participation has furthered Nepal’s profile within the global parliamentary
community. It demonstrated the Federal Parliament’s commitment to
transparency, and reform. The exchange also provided concrete models for the
Parliament’s forthcoming Second Strategic Plan, particularly concerning ICT
modernization, staff development, and gender responsiveness.

Part VI: Conclusion and Forward Path
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The participation of the Federal Parliament of Nepal in the 2025 ASGP marked
a significant milestone in the Parliament’s journey toward institutional maturity
and digital transformation.

The event’s outcomes can be summarized as follows:

Broadened knowledge of international parliamentary practices and
ethical standards;

Strengthened inter-parliamentary networks, particularly within South
and South-East Asia;

Concrete insights into Al integration, crisis management, and staff
security; and

Renewed commitment to strategic modernization and transparency.

The report concludes that the experiences gained should now inform Nepal’s
domestic reform agenda through systematic follow-up:

1. Establishing an ICT Modernization and Innovation Unit;

2. Formalizing cooperation with peer parliaments via Memoranda of
Understanding; and

3. Incorporating lessons from the Geneva meetings into capacity-
development frameworks for parliamentary staff and members.
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